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E V E R Y  E L E M E N T  I S  T H E R E ,  W I T H  R E M A R K A B L E 
P R E C I S I O N ,  I N  A  C O N S U M M AT E  B A L A N C E  T H AT 
I S  T H E  E N D U R I N G  S I G N AT U R E  O F  D O M  P É R I G N O N .

Vintage 2008



Dom Pérignon’s creative vision strives 
towards harmony as a source of emotion. 
Every creative process has its constraints. 
For Dom Pérignon, the constraint is the 
vintage. An absolute commitment to bear 
witness to the harvest of a single year, 
whatever the challenge may be, even if it 
means deciding not to declare a vintage 
at all.

Time is an essential element of the 
Dom Pérignon equation. The time for 
the wine to mature actively in the bottle 
on its lees. In the dark of the cellars, each 
Dom Pérignon vintage undergoes a slow 
metamorphosis, gradually developing 
to attain three successive plenitudes – 
windows of expression during which the 
wine stands up, speaks out and reveals 
an extra dimension of the Dom Pérignon 
spirit.

After more than eight years’ elaboration, 
Dom Pérignon Vintage is the First 
Plenitude, that of harmony. Every 
element is there, with remarkable 
precision, in a consummate balance that is 
the enduring signature of Dom Pérignon.
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2008 was dominated by grey, overcast 
skies – an exception in a decade 
characterized by bold, generous 
sunshine. But nothing is ever a 
foregone conclusion. It was the month 
of September which – belatedly and 
miraculously – saved the day, as in 
2000 and 2006, or the iconic year 
of 1966. Maturity surpassed all 
expectations.

After a long period of reluctance, 
Dom Pérignon Vintage 2008 is finally 
opening up in complete balance. Its 
slender, pure, athletic character is now 
also expressed with warmth. The fruit 
is pronounced and clear; the aromatic 
persistence remarkably intense.

THE YEAR 2008, 
A CHAMPAGNE MIRACLE
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D O M  P É R I G N O N  L I B E R AT E S  T H E  2 0 0 8  V I N T A G E ,  
F R E E I N G  I T  F R O M  A N  O V E R - L I T E R A L  I N T E R P R E T AT I O N  

O F  T H E  C A N O N S  O F  C H A M PA G N E 
Richard Geoffroy —
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To embody a classic expression of 
champagne through the prism of 
Dom Pérignon, such is the challenge of 
Dom Pérignon Vintage 2008.

To the bracing acidity, concision 
and aromatic purity expected of 
the 2008 vintage, Dom Pérignon 
adds depth, density and complexity. 
The light is warmer and less harsh. 
Initially somewhat slender, the 
champagne gains substance, with no 
hint of dryness. Its firmness becomes 
toned and athletic. Its acidity is less 
exaggerated, better integrated, as 
if embraced. Here, to revisit the 
archetype is to discover a quite 
different experience – one that is more 
sophisticated, more intriguing; one 
that goes further, so much further.

WITH VINTAGE 2008,  
DOM PÉRIGNON REVISITS THE ARCHETYPE  
OF CHAMPAGNE
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The singularity of Dom Pérignon 
Vintage 2008 brilliantly completes the 
line of Dom Pérignon vintages. Long 
dominated by the character  
of the year – and in this reminiscent  
of 1996 – Dom Pérignon Vintage 2008 
needed all this time  
to become Dom Pérignon.

Dom Pérignon vintages set  
their own release dates,  
and Vintage 2008 required more 
patience than Dom Pérignon Vintage 
2009, which was presented  
earlier – an unprecedented event  
in Dom Pérignon’s history.

Here, once again, is evidence of the 
disconcerting symmetry between  
the late revelation of the fruit and that 
of the wine, as with Dom Pérignon 
Vintage 2006. There was a long  
wait for a reciprocity between  
the vintage and Dom Pérignon, with  
each nurturing the other.

Dom Pérignon Vintage 2008 is at last 
in its First Plenitude, the foundation of 
its future Plenitudes, each one just as 
eagerly awaited.

DOM PÉRIGNON VINTAGE 2008  
TAKES ITS PLACE IN  
THE DOM PÉRIGNON PROJECT
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D O M  P É R I G N O N  V I N T A G E  2 0 0 8  C O N T R I B U T E S  
T O  T H E  O V E R A L L  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  T H E  2 0 0 8  

V I N T A G E  I N  C H A M PA G N E
Richard Geoffroy —
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Dom Pérignon is often the last to 
speak. It opens a new perspective. 
Dom Pérignon delights in the 
unexpected, constantly reinventing 
itself in order to elicit surprise or throw 
down a challenge. The highly personal 
interpretation of the Chef de Caves 
gives the vintage more spirit, more 
substance.

By revisiting the champagne archetype, 
Dom Pérignon Vintage 2008 is the 
essence of Champagne – the paradox of 
a “new classic”?

DOM PÉRIGNON VINTAGE  
2008 – VERY PROUDLY CHAMPAGNE
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THE SEASONS 
2008 was dominated by grey, overcast 
skies – an exception in a decade 
characterized by bold, generous 
sunshine. Spring and summer brought 
the same lack of sunlight and absence 
of high temperatures. It was September 
that saved the vintage, belatedly and 
miraculously. Just when the harvest 
was getting underway (on September 15), 
the weather conditions were finally 
perfect: blue skies and prolonged 
north-northeasterly winds. Picking was 
spread out over a long period in order 
to benefit from this positive turn of 
events. The grapes were riper than 
anyone dared hope, and had truly 
outstanding balance. The vines were in 
perfect health.  

  

THE NOSE
The opening bouquet is complex and 
luminous, a mingling of white flowers, 
citrus and stone fruit. The overall effect 
is enhanced by the freshness of aniseed 
and crushed mint. The final aromas 
offered by the wine are starting to 
show spicy, woody and roasted notes.

THE PALATE
After a long period of reluctance, the 
wine is finally opening up. There is 
complete balance between the nose 
and the palate. Its slender, minimalist, 
pure, toned, athletic character is now 
also expressed with warmth. The fruit is 
pronounced and clear. The vintage's 
characteristic acidity is remarkably 
well integrated. Its persistence is 
mainly aromatic, grey, smoky and highly 
promising.

DOM PÉRIGNON VINTAGE 2008  
TASTING NOTES
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